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Gov't to take legal actions against churches ignoring 'social distancing'
guidelines

Posted : 2020-03-23 14:08
Updated : 2020-03-23 18:57

Churchgoers confront public officials trying to enter Sarang Jeil Church in Seoul on Sunday. The church
held public services despite the government's strong request not to hold public gatherings at religious,
indoor sports and recreational facilities as part of efforts to prevent the spread of coronavirus. Yonhap

South Korea will take legal action against several Protestant churches for violating the
government's guidelines for preventing the massive spread of the new coronavirus, the prime
minister said Monday.

As part of the government's drive for stricter social distancing, health authorities advised churches
to follow quarantine measures, including keeping the distance between followers at least 2 meters
while attending services and having their temperature checked.

But some churches, including Sarang Jeil Church in northern Seoul, pressed ahead with weekend
religious services, without abiding by some of the guidelines.

Prime Minister Chung Sye-kyun said stern government measures, including banning gatherings,
should be imposed on churches that have ignored the virus guidelines.
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"The churches' act seriously hurt the safety of not only individuals attending the service but also
communities," Chung said at a pan-government meeting on coronavirus responses.

"Now is an emergency situation that amounts to a quasi-wartime situation. People should not
regard the government's administrative orders as a bluff," he stressed.

In a public message on social distancing, Chung "strongly" called for religious, indoor sports and
entertainment facilities to suspend operations for 15 days on Saturday, calling the next two weeks
a "critical" time.

He also warned the government will issue an administrative order to ban gatherings if the facilities
do not abide by the virus guidelines when they keep operating.

For facilities that do not follow the orders, the government will take legal action, including
closures and filing compensation suits, he said.

Small-scale cluster infections have been reported at Protestant churches in recent weeks after the
bulk of cases tied to the Shincheonji religious sect subsided.

Followers at Sarang Jeil Church, led by now-jailed conservative pastor Rev. Jun Kwang-hoon,
closely sat together when they attended the services.

On Monday, the Seoul city government imposed a two-week administrative order on the church,
banning it from holding services until April 5.

Mayor Park Won-soon told reporters in a briefing that the city imposed the order after the church
breached virus guidelines.

The city government had earlier warned that it will take countermeasures for churches that do not
follow the guidelines and file compensation suits if infections occur.

Chung, meanwhile, called on health authorities to consider whether to expand stricter screening
procedures for arrivals from North America where the number of COVID-19 cases has spiked.

Since Sunday, the government has had all arrivals from Europe tested for the virus and begun to
impose a two-week self-isolation period on them. The country also has implemented stricter
quarantine steps on all international arrivals.

"The number of visitors from North America is double that of arrivals from Europe," Chung said.
"We need to seriously review whether to take any effective, stronger quarantine measures."
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https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CCV2UqNR5XpvPLYnE1wbCypHoBMbEo6xc7_6ci6sK0dLH6o4OEAEgx5yDJGD7geyC6AmgAfXyvc8DyAEJqAMByAPDBKoE1AFP0IiBXePFsmh8eoSjimpETt7uZ1SmYVPInphMQBvGcrEq2fYDfz-PK2dKZXJJjFkzMbt8KO3NDyWY-ycoUyTEgaaFMEiH7jVpopy4gprbQOjIWhqVbFpV6X2JpIlRBN5Mu9703n3q_Zz3gH1DZ1AAF1BAHHkFJKdPlJwULMPHcte7tKwH34xRyggGOyf5hBOor0_mGmk1eEF8oxvUr38FW2tYRuNTYske2psi9f0wOlc9xQbooBQEgaS_havn8S_do-N-INR8zw5f99aLAkUMH-VpG8AEwbPNorECkAYBoAYugAfzjMIwiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAef2xuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgICAEBACGBnyCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTcyNTQ1NTkxMjAyMzI0MTGxCXtuZUnIuBAAgAoDmAsByAsB2BML&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh38l05rEZ6jj54Ep3mrQSBcL9lF_lzLS0SsU4neVfWjib20oFwUaZtRS2diujOMI5-miBmF1Nn4OSQ-L59RxIRJ1Un6hnULw6DaHeX9qNnwl3kiqPEUP42cklgh0QKXZGduIHHrPO2YBf4K5fPkcL-Qs5iukA&sig=AOD64_1Ntbw_j1RK9w4vIzsuIVRJ_UKKaQ&client=ca-pub-3533864070776314&nb=9&adurl=https://securessl.naturalhealthreports.net/products/136/5-worst-foods-for-arthritis-and-joint-pain%3Futm_type%3Dpaid%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3DNHR-5WF-Display%26utm_content%3Dnull%26utm_medium%3DCPC%26utm_term%3D%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw3-bzBRBhEiwAgnnLCiTfsz7FL3BMBxGSaZcxF70oGVz3jI8H0SJKAZ1tRgWnYh-uocpENBoCOxcQAvD_BwE
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